
Heartland Headquarters: 
A Visual and Working 
Demonstration in Green 
Building Design



The Power of Forward Thinking

Heartland Consumers Power District, headquartered in Madison, S.D., is a 
non-profit, public power utility providing wholesale electric power and energy 
to customers in South Dakota, Minnesota and Iowa.  Heartland is committed 
to providing reliable, environmentally-sensitive, cost-based energy service and 
continues to take steps towards providing a cleaner, more reliable and more 
efficient energy product and an improved quality of life for our customers.

In addition to energy supply, Heartland provides unique economic development 
programs to spur growth in customer communities, energy efficiency programs to 
utilize power supply more effectively, and a variety of customer support services to 
ensure we fulfill our mission to be the trusted leader and partner of choice in the 
delivery of energy and service.







Delivering on our Promise

At Heartland Consumers Power District, our vision for the future is to aggressively 
meet our customers’ needs by combining our proud heritage with the Power of 
Forward Thinking.  Our headquarters building was designed with that vision in 
mind.

We wanted our facility to demonstrate our promised commitment to energy 
efficiency, renewable resources and environmental stewardship.  We needed a 
building to accomodate current as well as future staff, but also wanted to provide a 
healthy working environment.

We set the bar high, aiming for LEED Platinum certification, the highest in green 
building standards.  Our facility is more than a place to work.  It also serves as an 
educational tool as a visual and working demonstration in green building design.

Now that’s the Power of Forward Thinking.



What is LEED?

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design is an internationally 
recognized green building certification system developed by the U.S. 
Green Building Council.  LEED provides third-party verification that 
a building was designed, built and will be operated using strategies 
aimed at improving performance across the following metrics:

Sustainable Sites
Focused on minimizing a building’s impact on ecosystems and waterways, 
encourages regionally appropriate landscaping and smart transportation choices, 
reduces erosion and construction-related pollution.

Water Efficiency
Encourages smarter use of water, inside and out.

Energy & Atmosphere
Encourages a wide variety of energy strategies including energy use monitoring, 
efficient design and construction, efficient lighting and the use of renewable energy.



Materials & Resources
Encourages the selection of sustainably grown and produced products and 
materials and promotes the reduction of waste as well as reuse and recycling.

Indoor Environmental Quality
Promotes strategies to improve indoor air quality as well as provide access to 
natural daylight and views.

LEED credits are awarded across each category.  Heartland’s facility has obtained 
credits in each category, enough to meet Platinum certification, the highest possible.  
Read on to learn about the many green features of Heartland Consumers Power 
District’s headquarters.



Energy Efficient
Heartland’s facility uses at least 46% less energy than a similar • building would, 
using standard construction
Structural Insulated Panels provide 8” of rigid foam insulation in the roof• 
An enhanced thermal envelope includes 6” of wall insulation and high • 
efficiency glazing
Occupancy sensors and day lighting controls are utilized • 
throughout the building



Regional Focus
45 regional companies were involved in • 
constructing the facility
Nearly half of the building materials • 
were manufactured or processed 
within 500 miles of the site



Renewable Energy
At least 70% of the energy used is from renewable resources, including:• 

 ›  Wind energy, through renewable energy credits, from the Wessington Springs 
     Wind Energy Center, which is part of Heartland’s power supply portfolio
 ›  A 15-panel, roof-mounted solar array



Water Savings
Heartland’s facility uses 33% less water than • a 
similar building would, using standard construction
Low-flow fixtures coupled with sensors reduce • 
potable water use
Native prairie plants used in the landscaping • 
require no permanent irrigation



Minimal Waste
76% of construction waste • 
was diverted from the landfill
Recycling stations are located • 
throughout the facility
86% of the new wood in the • 
building is Forest Stewardship 
Council certified



Heating and Cooling
The building is heated and cooled by a • 
closed-loop, ground source heat pump
Employees have individual control of • 
their thermal environment
The HVAC system is controlled by a • 
building automation system, ensuring 
reliability and efficiency



Low-Maintenance Materials
Long-lasting, sustainable materials • are 
used throughout the building requiring 
minimal maintenance, including:

 ›  Precast concrete walls
 ›  Metal panel siding
 ›  Standing seam steel roof
 ›  Structural Insulated Panels
 ›  Polished concrete floors



Employee Health & Well-Being
100% of employees have • 
daylight views
All sealants, adhesives, paints, • 
carpets and coatings are low 
or no VOC-emitting
An Energy Recovery Ventilator • 
constantly exchanges air in 
and out of the building, while 
capturing energy from the 
exhausted air



Environmental Preservation
80% of the site area is vegetated open space to promote biodiversity• 
Heat islands are reduced through roofing materials and roof slope• 
The site’s natural wetland was preserved and is home to various waterfowl species• 



Alternative Transportation
Preferred parking spots are • 
reserved for fuel-efficient vehicles
Bike racks and a shower are • 
provided to accommodate 
alternative modes of 
transportation
The city’s recreational trail runs • 
along the north side of the 
building site



Recycled and Reused Materials
14% of the building materials are reused including ceiling • panels made of 
reclaimed bleacher seats
22% of the building materials are recycled including tile and PaperStone • 
countertops





432 SE 12th Street
Madison, SD 57042
www.hcpd.com

Printed on 50% post-consumer 
recycled paper.


